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in other respects resembling the Dinapore male in the Norwich 
Museum, was obtained at Huilla, in Angola, and is fully 
described by Prof. Barboza du Bocage in his ‘ Ornithologie 
dW Angola,’ vol. i. p. 51. A similar male, as I am informed by 
Mr. Sharpe, was obtained in Damara Land by the late Mr. An- 
dersson, and is preserved in the Museum of Leyden. 

The late Mr. Swinhoe, in his original description of T. 
pekinensis (P. Z. S. 1870, p. 442), remarked :—The adult has 
the inner or short primaries broadly bordered at their tips 
with whitish, rufous in the immature, and wanting in the 
European ; both adult and immature have the white on the 
under quills 34 inches short of their tips; in the European 
bird it advances 1 inch nearer the tips.” Whether T. peki- 
nensis usually exhibits these peculiarities I am unable to say ; 
but I cannot detect them in the only specimen to which, at 
the present moment, I have access—the male from Dinapore, 
above referred to. 

[To be continued. | 


XXX VITI.—Notices of recent Ornithological Publications. 
[Continued from p. 286.] 


öl. Blanford on a new Trochalopteron. 

{On a Species of Trochalopteron trom Travancore. By W. T. Blan 
ford; F.R.S. J.A.8. B. xlix. p42.) 

Mr. Blanford separates a Yrochalopteron, obteined on 
the Travancore hills by Mr. F. W. Bourdillon, from the 7. 
fairbanki, of the Palni hills, and names it T. meridionale. 


52. Bocage on West-African Birds. 


[Aves das possessões portuguezas d'Africa occidental. Decima nona eë 
vigesima listas. Por J, V. Barboza du Bocage. Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, no. 
xxviii. e xxix. 1880]. 

Prof. Barboza’s nineteenth list gives 98 species, from Sr. 
Auchieta’s last collection at Caconda, made in the last four 
months of 1879 and in Jaunary 1880. Seven are new to the 
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avifauna of Angola, and one (Hyphantornis temporalis) new 
to science. 

The twentieth list continues the account of the collections 
made in 1880 by the same indefatigable naturalist. Two 
hundred and twenty-one examples are referred to 92 specics. 
Among them are four specimens of the fine new Roller Cora- 
cias spatulata, 'Trimen, six of Toccus pallidirosiris (which the 
author does not agrec with Messrs. Sharpe and Elliot in 
uniting to T. melanoleucus), ind an individual of Sarcidiornis 
africana: Prof. Barboza takes occasion to point out the differ- 
ences between this species and S. melanonota of India. 


53. Bocage’s ‘ Mélanges ornithologiques.’ 


[Mélanges ornithologiques par J. V. Barboza du Bocage. V. Espèces 
nouvelles, rares ou peu connues d’Angola et de la côte de Loango. Jorn. 
Sci. Lisboa, no. xxix. j. 

The author gives an account of two collections—one made 
by MM. Lucan and Petit at Laudana aud other localities on 
the coast of Loango, and the other by M. d’Anchicta at 
Caconda. Criniger (Xenocichla) multicolor, Andropadus minor, 
Drymoica (Cisticola) grandis, and D. modesta are described 
as new. 


54. Bocage on Birds from Bolama and Princes Islands. 

i Aves de Bolamae da Ilha do Principe. Por J. V. Barboza du Bocage. 
Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, no, xxix. p. 23.] 

Prof. Bocage gives a suppiementary list of birds found in 
the West-African Islands of Bolama and Ilha do Principe (cf. 
op. cit. v. p. 155). Nine species are mentioned. 


55. Bogdanow on new Sandgrouse. 

[Bemerkungen uber die Gruppe der Pterocliden. Von Modest Bog- 
danow. Mélanges Biol. du Bull. de l'Acad. Imp. Sci. St. Pétershourg, 
xi. p. 49.] 

After stating his opinion that the Sandgrouse should form 
an Order between the Gallinæ and Columbæ in the Class of 
birds which he proposes to call ‘‘ Heteroclitæ ” (= Pteroclo- 
morphæ, Huxley) and that the Thinocoridæ should be asso- 
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ciated with them, M. Bogdanow describes two new species— 
Pterocles severzowi (=P. alchata auctt. ex Asia, which he 
distinguishes from P. alchata from Western Europe), and 
P. ellioti, ex Abyssinia, allied to P. exustus. 


56. Bolau on the Birds of Askold. 


[Verzeichniss der von Fr. Dörries auf Askold an der ostsibirischen 
Küste gesammelten Vögel. Von Dr. Heinrich Bolau. J. f. O. 1880, 
p. 118.] 

This is a list of the birds contained in two collections made 
by Herr Fr. Dérries on the island of Askold, which hes off 
the Pacific coast of Siberia, about 25 miles from the port of 
Wladiwostock (43°N. lat.). Eighty-six species are represented. 
Exact dates are given of the occurrence of the specimens, 
and many useful notes. Larvivora superciliaris is new to the 
North-Asiatic avifauna. Ten species of Emberiza are 
included, besides Huspiza aureola; so that the land is rich 
in Buntings ! 


57. Braun on the Development of Parrots. 


[Die Entwickelung des Wellenpapagei’s (Melopsittacus undulatus), 


Arbeiten aus d. zool.-zootom. Institut, Würzburg, v. pp.161-204. | 

Aus der Entwickelungsgeschichte der Papageien. Verh. d. phys.-med. 
Ges. zu Wiirzburg, n. F., Band xiv. pp. 121, 251, xv. pp. 120, 173.] 

Up to the present time, embryologists studying the de- 
velopment of birds have nearly always taken the common 
Fowl as the subject of their studies, supplemented in some 
cases by the Goose, Duck, Pigeon, Starlmg, and Sparrow. 
Dr. M. Braun, however, has now been enabled to study the 
developmental history of a Parrot by breeding in numbers the 
now well-known Budgerygah or Australian Grass-Parrakeet 
(Melopsittacus undulatus). As might have been expected from 
the general uniformity im the structure of living birds, the 
development of the Parrakeet does not display any very great 
differences from that of the Fowl. Perhapsthe most interesting 
feature of Dr. Braun’s researches, from an ornithological point 
of view, is his discovery, in the nearly hatched bird, of di- 
stinct tooth-like papillae on the margin of both upper and 
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lower jaws. ‘The existence of “ teeth ” in young Parrots had 
already been affirmed by Geoffroy St.-Hilaire in Paleornis ; 
so that his statements are now confirmed by these later rc- 
searches. Unfortunately, no detailed account of the struc- 
ture of these papille has yet appeared; so that it is difficult 
at present to say to what extent they merit being called teeth. 
The figure given reminds one most perhaps of the similar 
tooth-like processes of Phytotoma. Another interesting ob- 
servation of Dr. Braun’s is the fact that most (though not all) 
of the embryos and newly-hatched birds, have ¢hree toes di- 
rected forwards, as in most birds. The same fact is stated 
by Neubert, as quoted by Braun, to be the case in the 
Cuckoo, These facts would show that the “ zygodactylism ” 
of these birds is a very recently acquired feature—a view 
strengthened by the fact, as discovered by Prof. Garrod (vide 
supra, p. 15), that in these groups, as in the Musophagide, the 
distribution of the deep plantar tendons conforms to that 
found in the ordinary types of birds, and is quite different from 
that existing in the Picidæ, Bucconide, and other “scansorial”’ 
birds. 


58. Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club, vol. vi. 
nos. 1] & 2. 

(Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club: a quarterly Journal of 
Ornithology, vol. vi. January, 1881, no. 1, and April 188], no. 2. Cam- 
bridge, Mass. | 

Besides articles of more special interest to American or- 
nithologists, we notice in these two numbers :—a new form of 
Whip-poor-Will from Arizona, described by Mr. Brewster as 
Antrostomus vociferus arizone ; a supposed new Shearwater 
(Puffinus borealis), described by Mr. Cory from specimens 
killed near Cape Cod; and a new Polioptila (P. californica), 
founded by Mr. Brewster on the western form of P. plumbea, 
of which he shows P. melanura, Lawrence, to be the adult. 
My. Brewster also fully describes a Petrel new to North 
America, which seems to be the Procellaria gularis of Peale 
(U.S. Expl. Exp. p. 299). Dr. Coues has referred this obscure 
species to Gistrelata mollis; but the specimen described by 
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Mr. Brewster (obtained in April 1880 in Livingston Co., New 
York) proves to be specifically identical with Peale’s type, 
and belongs to a distinct species, for which accordingly the 
name Cstrelata gularis should be retained. 


59. Dalgleish on American Birds in Europe, 

[List of Occurrences of North-American Birds in Europe. By J. J, 
Dalgleish. Extract from Bull. Nuttall Ornith. Club, vol. v.] 

‘This very usefui compilation gives in systematic order 
‘‘yeferences to all the notices of the occurrences of North- 
American Birdsin Europe which have been recorded wp to 
the present year.” Mr. Dalgleish does not include in the 
present list species usually considered common to both con- 
tinents, but only accidental visitants from the other side of 
the Atlantic. Of these he enumerates 68, besides 9 of which 
the alleged occurrence is “unworthy of credence.” There 
are, however, some even of the 68 which we should be rather 
inclined to place in the same category, e. y. Colaptes auratus, 
Gallinago wilsoni, and Colymbus adamsi ! 


60. Dalgleish on Saxicola deserti in Scotland. 


(On the Desert Chat (Saxicola deserti, Rupp.), and its occurrence in 
Great Britain. By John J. Dalgleish. Proc. R. Physical Soc. Edinb. 
Vi. | 

Mr. Dalgleish records the occurrence of a male Sazicola 
deserti in autumn plumage iu Scotland, near Alloa, on Nov. 
26, 1880, and gives general remarks on the species, which has 
been obtained twice in Heligoland (Ibis, 1877, p. 162). The 
specimen in question was exhibited at the Zoological Society’s 
meeting on April 5th, 1881, by Mr. Dresser (cf. P. Z. S. 1881, 
p. 453). 


61. Dressers List of European Birds. 


[A List of European Birds, including all species found in the Western 
Palearctic Region, The Nomenclature carefully revised by Henry 
E Dresser, P.LS., FZS., &e. 8vo. London: published by the Author 

6 Tenterden Street, Hanover Square, W. 1881. ] 


This list of the birds of the “ Western Palearctic Region,” 
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as recognized and described in Mr. Dresser’s great work 
‘The Birds of Europe,’ now being brought to a conclusion, 
has been prepared for use as a “ check-list for labelling and 
for reference in making exchanges,” and will be of great 
service to ornithologists. The species enumerated are 623. 

Mr. Dresser says that he has “followed Prof. Huxley’s 
classification.” As regards the use of the three terms “ (igi- 
thognathze, Desmognathe, and Schizognathæ” as primary 
divisions of the Carmatz, this is, no doubt, the case. But 
there the resemblance between Prof. Huxley’s system and 
that employed by Mr. Dresser seems to come to an end. 
Mr. Dresser’s systematic terms appear to be taken in nearly 
every case from those employed in the “ Remarks on the Sys- 
tema Avium,”’ published in this Journal last year. The ap- 
plication of the term “ Gralla’ to the Rallide and Gruide 
(=Geranomorphe of Huxley) is certainly quite novel, as is 
the collocation of Otis with the Limicole. Taken on the 
whole, however, Mr. Dresser’s systematic arrangement is not 
one that we are disposed to find much fault with. 


62. Hudes-Deslongchamp’s ‘ Paradise-birds of the Caen Mu- 
seum.’ 

[Catalogue descriptif des Oiseaux du Musée de Caen appartenant à la 
famille des Paradiseide. Annuaire du Musée Hist. Nat. Caen, vol. i. 
pp. 3-48, | 

This seems to be an abstract of the account of the 
Paradise-birds in Mr. Sharpe’s Catalogue (Cat. Birds Brit. 
Mus. vol. iit.), translated into French, and accompanied by 
a list of the specimens of each species in the Museum of 
Caen. 


63. Hudes-Deslongchamps on the Trochilide. 


[Catalogue deseriptit des Oiseaux du Musée de Caen appartenant à la 
Famille des Trochilidés ou Oiseanx-Mouches, „Annuaire du Musée d’Hist. 
Nat. Caen, vol. i. pp. 59-534, ] 

This is the first part of a descriptive catalogue of the Tro- 
chilidee, and gives a iist of the specimens of each species in 
the Museum of Caen, The classification is that of Bonaparte’s 
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Conspectus Syst. Orn. published in 1854, with some modifi- 
cations; but Elliot’s Synopsis appears to have been freely 
used in the compilation. The present portion gives an ac- 
count of the first 16 groups of the arrangement followed, 
containing 256 species. 


64. Gadow on the Myology of the Ratite. 


- [Zur vergleichenden Anatomie der Muskulatur des Beckens und der 
hinteren Gliedmasse der Ratiten. Von Hans Gadow, Dr. Phil. Jena: 
1880.] 

In this large quarto paper of fifty-six pages, Dr. Gadow 
describes at length, from his own dissections, the muscles of 
the pelvis and hind limb of the genera Struthio, Rhea, and 
Casuarius, particular attention being given to the nervous 
system. The myology of Apteryx is compared with the 
other three genera, from Prof. Owen’s description of that 
bird in the Zoological Society’s ‘Transactions.’ Five tinted 
plates illustrate the more important points touched upon. 
We regret that Dr. Gadow has not added a precise summary 
of the results arrived at as to the leading myological differ- 
ences between the forms which he has examined. 


65. Gundlach on the Fauna of Porto Rico. 


[Apuntes para la Fauna Puerto-riquefiia, por Don Juan Gundlach. 
Anal. de Hist. Nat. vii. pp. 135, 343 (1878).] 

The well-known naturalist of Cuba, Don Juan Gundlach, 
has made two expeditions to Porto Rico. Of the first of these, 
which took place in 1873, so far as regards the birds, the 
results have been already published in the ‘ Journal ftir Or- 
nithologie’ for 1874. In 1875 this ardent collector made a 
second expedition to the same island, and visited various 
points to which he had not penetrated in his former journey. 
The present memoir contains the results of his last expe- 
riences added to his previous knowledge of the same subject. 
After a preliminary account of former authorities upon the 
birds of Porto Rico, the author presents us with a very com- 
plete essay on its avifauna. According to Gundlach, the 
birds now known to exist in Porto Rico are 153 in number, of 
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which he has examined specimens of all but sixteen personally. 
Amongst them are thirty-three which are not met with in 
Cuba. 

We may note that the Parrot referred by Dr. Gundlach 
to Conurus euops has recently been separated by Dr. Cabanis 
as Conurus gundlachi, which makes another species to be 
added to those peculiar to the island. Of these autochtho- 
nous species it may be useful to give a list. 


List of Species of Birds peculiar to Porto Rico, 


Gymnoglaux nudipes. Icterus portoricensis, 
Vireo latimeri. - Agelæus chrysopterus. 
Mimocichla ardesiaca. Chalcophanes brachypterus. 
Dendræca adelaidæ. Corvus leucognaphalus. 
Spindalis portoricensis. Certhiola portoricensis. 
Chlorospingus speculiferus. Todus hypochondriacus. 
Euphonia sclateri, ; Lampornis viridis. 
Tyrannus taylori. Chlorolampis maugæus. 
Myiarchus antillarum. Chrysotis vittata. 
Blacicus blancoi. + Conurus gundlachi. 
Pyrrhulagra portoricensis. Saurothera vieilloti. 


The establishment of two of the African Weaverbirds 
(Habropyga melpoda and Spermestes cucullatus) in Porto Rico 
is also a noteworthy fact. 


66. Hartlaub on a new Weaverbird. 

[Vorläufiges über einen neuen Webervogel, Von Dr. O. Hartlaub. 
J. f. O. 1880, p. 825,] 

Hyphantica cardinalis is a new species from Lado (Dr. 
Emin Bey) allied to H. hematocephala, Heuglin. Dr. Hart- 
laub remarks that the latter = Foudia erythrops, Hartl. 


67. Hartlaub on the Birds of Eastern ÆMiquautorial Africa. 

[Beitrag zur Ornithologie der östlich-äquatorialen Gebiete Africa’s von 
Dr. G. Hartlaub. Abh. naturwissen. Vereins zu Bremen, Bd. vii. p. 83.] 

Dr. Hartlaub’s memoir is based upon two collections of 
birds forwarded to Bremen by Dr. Emin Bey, Governor of 
the Æquatorial Provinces of Egypt, and resident at Lado, on 
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the Upper Nile (5° N. lat.). Dr. Emm Bey extended his 
researches to the banks of the Albert Nyanza, collecting at 
various stations, which are indicated on a map, and obtained 
about 500 examples, belonging to 154 species. The more 
remarkable of them Dr. Hartlaub has already described in 
the Journal fir Ornithologie and the Proceedings of the 
Zoological Society. He now adds Hyphaniornis crocata 
(allied to H. aurantia). Many short notes by the collector 
add to the value of this excellent memoir on a district 
hitherto absolutely unknown to ornithologists. 


68. Hume and Marshall’s ‘Game-Birds of India,’ 


[The Game-Birds of India, Burmah, and Ceylon. By Hume and 
Marshall. Vols. II. & TT. Royal 8vo. 1880.] 

We are always glad to sce a piece of work rendered com- 
plete, especially one of the useful character of the present 
book, of which we welcome the second and third volumes 
with pleasure. The second contains the Partridges and 
Quails, the Hemipodes, and the Crakes and Rails of British 
India, and is carried out upon the same plan as the former 
volume (sec ibis, 1880, p. 242). We still think the plates 
might have been done much better: some of them are pass- 
able; but others hardly come up to that mark. We cannot 
agree with Mr. Hume that that of Perdix hodgsonie is “ fairly 
good,” or that of the female of Porzana parva “tolerable.” 
Hypotenidia obscuriora is an apparently new (?) name given 
to the Andamanese form of H. striata—we trust only a mis- 
print for “ obscurior ;” but it is repeated p. 255. 

The third volume (dated 1880 on the back of the cover, but 
not at all on the title-page) was received in this country in 
the last week of April 1881. It contains the Cranes (Gruide), 
the Waterfowl (Anatide), and the Snipes and Godwits, the 
rest of the Limicole being, we suppose, too insignificant to 
come within the scope of the work. As we have already 
stated, Mr. Hume himself criticises the plates of the Indian 
game-birds so fairly, and sometimes so severcly, that we may 
be excused from interfering on this somewhat tender subject. 
It may, however, be truly said, we think, that, on the whole, 
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the execution of those in vol. ili. is superior to that of the 
two preceding volumes, and that they are generally suffi- 
ciently accurate for all practical purposes. Most of the 
species cuumerated are well known to us, except Psev- 
dototanus haughtoni (p. 403), of which four specimens are 
in the Museum of Trinity College, Dublin. 


69. Landbeck on Geositta antarctica. 


[Geositta antarctica. Von Landbeck, in Santiago de Chile. Wiegm. 
Arch. Jahrg. 46, i. p. 275.] 

Herr Landbeck describes and figures a supposed new species 
of Geositta from Tierra del Fuego as G. antarctica. The bird 
appears to us to be rather like G. peruviana, Lafr., of Western 
Peru; but this species is hardly likcly to occur in Patagonia, 


70. Lemetteil on Anser ruficollis in France. 


[Capture dans le département de la Seine-Inférieure ď'une Oie à cou 
roux, Anser ruficollis, Pallas. Bull. Soc. Zool. France, 1880, p..75. 


M. Lemetteil records the occurrence of an example of 
Bernicla ruficollis in the marshes of Saint Jean d’Abbetot, 
canton of Saint-Romain de Colbosc, on the 11th of December 
1879, where it was shot by M. Léon Desgenétais, of Bolbec. 
The bird was young; the sex was not determined. 


71. Malm on « new Hybrid Grouse. 

[Om hybriditeterna inom den Skandinaviska Tetraonidernas grupp och 
särskildt om en ny form utaf sidana. forslagvis kallad Morip-Orre, Lago- 
potetrix dicksonit, Af A. W. Malm. Of. Kongl. Veten.-Akad. Forhand. 
Stockholm, 1880, p. 17. | 

Dr. Malm describes a new hybrid among the Scandinavian 
Grouse bred between the Blackcock (Tetrao tetrix) and some 
Scotch Grouse imported into Sweden by Messrs. Dickson, 
and proposes to call the form Lagopotetrix dicksont | 


72. Malm on the Tracheal Suc of the Emu. 


(Om luftrér-sicken hos Enu eller Nyholliindska Strutsen, Dromeus 
nove-hollandie, At A, W., Malm. Ofver. kongl. Veten.-Akad. Förhandl. 
Stockholm, 1880, p. 35.) 
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In this paper Dr. A. W. Malm gives further details on the 
tracheal sac of the Emu, already well known to exist from the 
researches of Fremery, Knox, and Murie (cf. P. Z. 8. 1867, 
pp. 405-415). The principal novel fact adduced relates to 
the presence of two valve-like folds in the interior of the sac. 
As regards the use of this peculiar organ, Malm agrees with 
Murie’s view that it is in part instrumental in the production 
of the curious “booming” of these birds in the breeding- 
season. 


73. Malm on Duplicates of the Gothenburg Museum. 


(Gothenburgs naturhistorisches Museum. Zool.-zoot. Abtheilungen.— 
II. Catalog über Dubletten ausgearbeitet von Dr. A, H. Malm. 8vo. 
Gothenburg: 1880. | 

The birds in this list of duplicates are mostly Scandinavian ; 
but some are of foreign origin. They are not very nume- 
rous—about 200. 


74. Meyers Guide to the Dresden Museum. 


[Führer durch das konigliche-zoologische Museum zu Dresden. 12mo. 
Dresden: 1881.] 

We must thank Dr. A. B. Meyer for sending us a copy of 
this little guide-book, which must be much appreciated by 
visitors to the Royal Zoological Museum of Dresden. A con- 
siderable zoological space seems to have been allotted to the 
birds; and many interesting notes are given in the part of the 
catalogue relating to them, though (as might be supposed) 
nothing original. 


75. Meyer on Salvadori’s ‘ Papuan Ornithology.’ 


[Salvadori’s Ornithologie der Paptia-Inseln und der Molukken, Bericht 
von A. B. Meyer. J. f. O. 1880, p. 310. ] 


A short explanatory notice of Salvadori’s work. 


76. Milne-Edwards on the Penguins. 


[Recherches sur la Faune des Régions Australes. Par M. Alph. Milne- 
Edwards. Ann. d. Se. Nat., Zool. vol. xxi. art. 4. Paris, 1880. } 


After general remarks on the antarctice fauna, M. Milne- 
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Edwards selects the family Spheniscide as one of its leading 
organic types, and reviews their distribution and generic 
divisions. He then takes the latter one by one and treats of 
the individual species and their distribution. The new gencric 
term Megadyptes is assigned to Catarrhactes antipodes, 
Hombr. ect Jacq., and Microdyptes to Eudyptes serresiana, 
Oustalet. Many interesting notes and details are given in 
this important article, as also figures of the heads of different 
forms of Eudyptes, and a figure of Microdyptes serresiana. 


77. Milne-Edwards on Birds from Madagascar. 


[Observations sur quelques animaux de Madagascar. Par M. Alph. 
Milne-Edwards. Compt. Rend. t. xci, (27 Dec. 1880).] 

M. Milne-Edwards gives an account of the collections made 
by M. Humblot, principally im the district between Fonte- 
pointe and the Lake of Alaoutre. There are 101 specics of 
birds represented in the scrics, amongst which is a new species 
of Anastomus, allied to A. lamelliger, proposed to be called Æ. 
madagascariensis, and three others new to the fauna, namely 
Upupa epops, Saxicola isabellina, and Elanus ceruleus. 


78. Oustalet on two new Birds. 


[Description de deux oiseaux nouveaux de la Collection du Muséum 
d'Histoire naturelle de Paris. Par E. Oustalet. Le Naturaliste, 1880, 
p. 323. ] 

Cyanalcyon quadricolor, from New Guinea (Bruijn), and 
Ptilopus (Rhamphiculus) marchei, from Luzon, Philippines 
(Marche), are here described as new. The latter is a very 
fine species, with a blood-red breast-patch. 


79. Oustalet on new Birds from the Sooloo Islands. 


[Description de deux oiseaux nouveaux des iles Sooloo, Par M. E. 
Oustalet. Bull. Ass. Sc. France, 1880, p. 205. ] 

In a collection from the Sooloo Islands, lately received 
from MM. les Drs. Montano and Rey, besides examples of 
the species lately recorded as belonging to the group by Mr. 
Sharpe (P. Z. S. 1879, p. 311), are specimens of two new 
species, Buceros montani and Ninov reyi. 
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80. Pelzeln on the Progress of Ornithology in 1879. 


[Bericht über Leistungen in der Naturgeschichte der Vögel während 
des Jahres 1879. Von August von Pelzeln. Wiegm. Arch, xlvi. p. 1.] 

Herr v. Pelzeln’s Record of Ornithological Literature is, 
as regards references, perhaps more fully stocked than either 
of its competitors. But some of the titles given are those of 
papers, to say the best of them, of little, if any, scientific 
worth. It is, perhaps, not quite satisfactory to mix them up 
with the titles of important books and memoirs. 


81. Pelzeln on Birds of Prey from Syria. 

[Ueber eine Serie von Raubvégelu aus Syrien. Von A. von Pelzeln. 
Mittheil. d. ornith. Vereines, Wien, 1880, p. 9.] 

Herr von Pelzeln gives an account of a collection of Birds 
of Prey made in Syria by Dr. Steindachner in the spring of 
1879, and given to the Imperial Museum of Vienna. There 
were 1] species represented, and amongst them Ketupa cey- 
lonensis, from Nahr el Kebir. Canon Tristram had already 
recorded the intrusion of this eastern bird into Palestine 
(Ibis, 1868, pp. 242, 261). 


82. Peters on two new East-African Birds. 


[Ueber zwei neue mit Turdus libonyanus und Cinnyris vlivaceus, Smith, 
verwandte Arten aus Inhambane. Von W. Peters, J. f. Orn. Jan. 
1881.] 

Dr. Peters separates from Turdus libonyanus of Smith (of 
which authentic examples have lately been received ın Dr. 
Holub’s collection) the bird from Inhambane which has 
hitherto been referred to that species, and calls it T. tropi- 
calis. Dy. Peters also distinguishes a smaller form of Nec- 
tarinia olivacea, from the same district, as N. olivacina. 


83. Philippi on new Chilian Animals. 


[Ueber einige neue chilenische Thiere. Von Dr. R. A. Philippi. 
Wiegm. Arch. f. Nat. Jahrg. xlv. i. p. 158 (1879). 


In this memoir the veteran naturalist Dr. R. A. Philippi, 
of Santiago, describes and figures as a new species, under the 
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name Tenioptera australis, what is, apparently, a well-known 
Patagonian and Argentine species, Myiotheretes rufiventris 
(Vieill.), = Pepoaza variegata, d’Orb. et Lafr. He also gives 
a notice of the eggs of Phenicopterus andinus, Spheniscus 
trifasciatus, and S. humboldti. 


84. Reichenow and Schalow’s ‘ Compendium, 


[Compendium der neu beschriebenen Gattungen und Arten. Von 
Anton Reichenow und Herman Schalow. J. f. O. 1880, p. 314.] 

Messrs. Reichenow and Schalow continue their most useful 
‘ Compendium’ of newly described species. We suggest that 
it would have been an advantage to number the species of 
which the characters are given throughout. One might then 
bind up the separate copies cach year, and make an index to 
the whole. 


85. Reichenow and Schalow on the Ornithological Litera- 
ture of 1879. 

[Zoologischer Jahresbericht fiir 1879. Herausgegeben von der zoolo- 
gischen Station zu Neapel. Leipzig, 1880. Ares, pp. 1108-1161. Re- 
ferenten: Dr, A, Reichenow und H. Schalow in Berlin. | 

We are always sorry to speak of the labours of our fellow- 
workers otherwise than favourably; but as a separate copy 
of Messrs. Reichenow and Schalow’s contributions to the new 
Zoologischer Jahresbericht for 1879 has been sent to us, we 
must presume that it is desired that our candid opinion on 
the merits of their work should be given. In the first place 
we may say that the institution of a third ‘ Record of Zoolo- 
gical Literature’ when two were already in thce ficld, can only 
be justified by the allegation that the two previously in ex- 
istence are not satisfactory. It is clearly therefore the duty 
of the third and intruding party to produce a more excellent 
work. But it seems to us that this has not been donc, and 
that the Record now before us is not so full or so accurate as 
either of its fellows. 

As regards the date of appearance, on which point it must 
be admitted that there was some ground of dissatisfaction 
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with the two existing Records, it must certainly be allowed 
that the new comer has distanced both its rivals ir effecting 
its complete publication within the year after that to which 
it relates, although, as regards the section Aves we have 
reason to know that the English Record was actually printed 
off by the beginning of November 1880. There is, however, 
a homely proverb relating to “more haste,” which is by no 
means without its bearing upon the work of Messrs. Reichenow 
and Schalow ; for almost every page of it contains an error, 
whilst some pages fairly overflow with them. Wenced go no 
further than the second name on the list under “ Litteratur ” 
to find Mr. Robert Ridgway credited with the “ Second Instal- 
ment of Ornithological Bibliography,” upon which Dr. Elliott 
Coucs has expended so much time and pains. Again, under the 
head of “ Muscologie, Taxidermie,” we find Mr. Sharpe’s 
‘Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum,’ part iv., 
Campophagide and Muscicapide (a volume which treats of 
69 genera and nearly 500 species, seven of the former and 
about twenty of the latter being new) briefly dismissed with 
“bildet den vierten Band des ganzen Werkes;” whilst to 
E. F. Homeyer’s description of his little private collection 
of birds five lines of abstract arc devoted. Some important 
works and papers, published in 1879, are altogether omitted ; 
but, on the other hand, the bulk of the volume is swollen by 
the insertion of many which were published in 1878, some in 
1877, a few in 1880, and by titles of others which are mostly 
trivial and ephemeral contributions and popular articles from 
magazines of no scientific valuc whatever. Now we submit 
that the object of a Record of Ornithological Literature is 
not merely to placc in alphabetical order, without discrimi- 
nation, the names of the authors of important works and 
those of the writers of insignificant papers. Passing on to 
the Systematic scction, we find far worse things are in store 
for us. Whatever difference of opinion there may be as to 
whether certain papers are or are not worth notice, there can 
be no doubt that all newly named genera and species should 
be recorded. Yet in papers which the German Recorders 
either profess to have noticed, or with which they ought 
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to have been acquainted, we find the following omissions, all 
references chronicled in the English Record :—Pennula millii, 
g. and sp. n.; Zapornia watersi, sp. n.; Parra nove-guinee, 
sp. n.; Hematortyx, g.n.; Macropygia rufocastanea, sp.u.; 
Accipiter hawaii, sp. u.; Astur sharpit, sp. n.; Buteo mene- 
triesi, sp. n.; dprosmicius chloropterus, sp. n.; Picus har- 
mandi, sp. n.; Tanysiptera salvadoriana, sp. n.; Callipharus, 
g. renom. ; Floricola, g. n.; Iache, g. renom. ; Peiasopkora 
rubrigularis, sp.n.; Lichenops perspicillatus B andinus, sub- 
sp.n.; Tyrannus luggeri, sp. n.; Arachneckthra edeni, sp. n., 
Drepanis rosea and D. aurea, spp. un. ; Zosterops longirostris, 
sp.n.; Thryophilus zeledoni, sp. n.; Graucalus solomonensis, 
sp. renom. ; Alseonax fantisiensis, sp.n.; Hopsaltria placens, 
sp.n.; Micræca albofrontata, sp. n.; Siphia rufigularis, sp.n. ; 
Nigrilauda, g. n.; Lanius bairdi, sp. n.; Carduelis major, 
sp. n.; Lowigilla violacea B bahamensis, subsp. n.; Pletro- 
fringilla, g. n.; Salicipasser, g. n. But to make amends for 
these omissions, several species are noticed twice over, and 
Geocichla avensis is entered as & new species, described by 
J. E. Gray (who died in 1875) in ‘Stray Feathers?! Space 
fails us for noticing other omissions and mistakes, some ot 
which are doubtless duc to the printer ; but the majority, we 
fear, are the result of haste. 

The systematic arrangement (!) is fearful and wonderful. 
Notornis mantelli, which certainly belongs to the Rallide, is 
placed with Casuarius ; Hylochelidon nigricans, a well-known 
Australian member of the Hirundinide, is to be sought for 
under Laride, whilst the family Liotrichide is made up of 
contingents from the Troglodytide, Corvide(!), Tineliide, 
Dicruride, and Pycnonotide. Members of the Mniotiltide 
and Tunagride are united under the family Sylvicolide, and 
whilst the family Jcteride is admitted, Molothrus and Stur- 
nella are placed amongst the Sturnide by the recorders. This 
is but a sample of what might be said; but it will serve our 
purpose ; and we are forced to conclude that, as regards orni- 
thology, at least, whatever canses of complaint there might 
have been with the previously existing Records, the present 
venture docs not bid fair, unless great alterations are made 
in its style of work, to give us more satisfactory information. 
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86. Reichenau on the Darwinian Theory of Birds’ Nests. 


[Darwiništische Schriften No. 9. Die Nester und Eier der Vögel in 
ihren natürlichen Beziehungen betrachtet. Ein Beitrag zur Ornithopsy- 
chologie, Ornithophysiologie und zur Kritik der Darwin’schen Theorieen, 
bearbeitet von Wilhelm von Reichenau. &vo. Leipzig: 1880. ] 

This is an essay on the nest-making of birds and the colo- 
ration of birds’ eggs in relation to the Darwinian theory of 
descent, and will be read with advantage by those who are 
interested in this absorbing subject. We are, however, not 
quite sure that the author is quite sufficiently acquainted 
with his “ particulars” to go into “ generals” (see p. 48, 
where Tinamus is classed with Maleo as “ selbstbrütende 
Nester ”). Herr v. Reichenau, if we understand him rightly, 
agrees with Mr. Wallace (in opposition to Mr. Darwin) 
in considering that “ Natural Selection ” is the real potent 
factor in the relations between the colour of the breeding 
female and the fashion of the nest. 


87. Ridgway’s List of North-American Birds. 


[Nomenclature of North-American Birds, chiefly contained in the 
United States National Museum. By Robert Ridgway. Washington: 
1881. (Bulletin of the U.S. National Museum, No. 21.) ] 


Mr. Ridgway gives us here a new edition of his Catalogue 
of North-American Birds, published in 1880*. It is, how- 
ever, “ very materially modified by numerous alterations and 
corrections, involving not only the change of a considerable 
number of names, but also the writing of a new introduc- 
tion.” These changes are carefully specified in a footnote, 
and, as regards the scientific nomenclature, are, in nearly 
every case, it must be conceded, changes for the better. 

The total number of species enumerated in the present 
catalogue is 764, the subspecies, to which a trinomial de- 
signation is assigned, being distinguished by a letter of the 
alphabet (a, b, &c., according to the number of subordinate 
forms) affixed to the species-number. Of these subspecies 
160 are recognized. 


* A Catalogue of the Birds of North America. By Robert Ridgway. 
Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. iii, p. 163. 


Recently published Ornithological Works. 489 


The geographical limits assumed in the present catalogue 
require a little explanation. They are described thus by Mr. 
Ridgway :— 

“The geographical limits assigned to this catalogue 
include the entire continent of North Amcrica down to 
the southern border of the United States, besides Green- 
land, the peninsula of Lower California and the out- 
lying islands of Guadaloupe and Socorro. Guadaloupe and 
Socorro, like Lower California, arc included for the reason 
that their zoological relationships are much closer to North 
America, as usually (but arbitrarily) restricted, than to the 
tropical coast region of Western Mexico, their Avian fauna 
in particular being decidedly of Nearctic affinity, with the 
exception, so far as known, of only two species; a Polyborus 
peculiar to Guadaloupe, and a Conurus, found both in Socorro 
and in Western Mexico. Indced, the greater part of Mexico 
itself (all, in fact, except the narrow coast region, or Tierra 
caliente, and the lowlands of the southern portion) belongs, 
ornithologieally as well as geographically, to North America, 
as might easily be demonstrated did space permit; but the 
enlargement of our ficld to its proper limits would be quite 
impracticable at the present time. For the surrender of this 
our rightful territory, however, we have compensation in the 
fact that the arbitrary line which we have drawn (2. e. the 
United States and Mexican boundary from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the mouth of the Colorado) gives a comparative 
stability to the list which a greater southward extension of 
the area, with indefinite limits, would render impossible.” 

As regards the vexed question of trinomials, which, as 
already stated, are adopted in 160 cases in the present cata- 
logue, the author candidly acknowledges that the use of them 
has caused “ perhaps the greatest difficulty encountered in its 
compilation,” it being “in many cases very difficult to decide 
whether a given form should be treated as having passed the 
varietal stage and therefore to be designated by a binomial, 
or whether it is as yet incompletely differentiated and to be 
subordinated in rank by a trinomial appellation.” This dif- 
ficulty, however, as we are informed in a footnote, has arisen 
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wholly from the want of sufficient materials, the rule adopted 
being that “every form whose characteristics bear unmis- 
takably the impress of climatic or local influences, generally 
less marked towards the habitat of another form with which 
it thus intergrades, and all forms which certainly intergrade, 
no matter how widely distinct the opposite forms may appear, 
together with intergrading forms whose peculiarities are not 
explained by any known law of variation,” should be “re- 
duced to subspecific rank.” 

On this we may remark, that we cannot deny the advan- 
tages of the use of trinomials when strictly limited to such 
cases as these, and have little doubt that they will ultimately 
come into gencral use. But they can only be advantageously 
employed in countries such as North America and Europe, 
where large series can he obtained from many different loca- 
lities. In other parts of the world their use would at present 
be attended by much inconvenience, it being impossible to 
ascertain in very many cases, from lack of specimens, whether 
these intergradations exist or not. We may also remark 
that other authors use trinomials on quite different principles, 
e.g. Mr. Sharpe, who, in his last catalogue, has applied them 
in some instances even to insular forms (which certainly can- 
not intergrade) where the slight differences are, in his opinion, 
not strictly sufficient for specific distinction. 

The catalogue of names is followed by a very useful Ap- 
pendix, in which tables of various sorts contain a condensed 
analysis of the changes that have taken place in American 
ornithology since 1859, when Prof. Baird published the last 
Smithsonian Catalogue of North-American Birds. Lists are 
also given of unconfirmed, untenable, and introduced species, 
which add greatly to the value of this laborious piece of 
work. 

In conclusion, we think we may venture to make some 
very small criticisms upon points of nomenclature, as we are 
sure Mr. Ridgway is anxious to have his names as correct as 
possible. 

Nos. 451 and 452. “ Haliaetus” should be thus written, 
or“ Haliaétus,” if the dizeresis be considered necessary. The 
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derivation is ¢ħros, marinus, and åeròs, aguila, which two 
words form Haliaetus in composition. 

No. 628. ‘“‘Somateria v-nigra” should be Somateria 
v-nigrum, we think. It is the “v” which is black, not the 
bird. Now “v” is neuter, we believe; so that its adjective 
should have a neuter termination. 

No. 781. Podiceps holbilh is better written P. holboelii. 
There are no modified vowels in Latin, therefore the proper 
course to pursue in Latinizing such vowels is to insert the 
“e,” of which the modification is merely the remnant. The 
same correction should be made in “ Ægiothus linaria 
holbölli,” no. 179a. 


88. Salvadori’s ‘ Prodromus,’ Part x. 


[Prodromus Ornithologie Papuasiæ et Moluccarum. Auctore Thoma 
Salvadorio. X. Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova, xvi. Dec. 1880.] 

In the tenth part of this Prodromus Count Salvadori cnu- 
merates 3 species of Brachypodidie, 11 of Pittidæ, 14 of Ti- 
meliide, 1 of Saxicolidee, 10 of Sylviidæ, 5 of Motacillide, 
12 of Ploceide, 14 of Sturnide, 7 of Oriolide, and 9 of Cor- 
vide, altogether 84 species of these families. Two Sturnide 
are described as new—Calornis inornata, from Mysore, and 
C. fusco-virescens, from Sorong and Salawatty. 


89. Schlegel on a new Timeliine Bird. 

(On an undescribed Bird of the Timalia Group, Malia grata. Notes 
from the Leyden Mus. ii. p. 165.] 

Malia gratais a new genus and species of Timeline bird of 
large size (114 inches in total length) and very short wings. 
One skin was in a collection made in 1877 by the botanical 
traveller Teysman during an expedition to Macassar and the 
neighbouring island of Salayer. 


90. Schlegel on a new Megapode. 


(On an undescribed Species of Black-legged Megapode, Megapodius 
sanghirensis. Notes from the Leyden Museum, ii. p. 91.] 


The Megapodius sanghirensis is allicd to M. cumingi of the 
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Philippines, M. gilberti, &c. Six specimens are in the Ley- 
den Museum. 


91. Sclater’s ‘ Birds of the Challenger Expedition,’ 


[Report on the Birds collected during the Voyage of H.M.S. ‘Chal- 
lenger,’ in the years 1873-76. By Philip Lutley Sclater, M.A., Ph.D., 
F.R.S., Secretary to the Zoological Society of London. | 

This volume contains a reprint of the reports on the birds 
collected during the ‘Challenger’ Expedition which have 
been published in the Zoological Society’s ‘ Proceedings,’ with 
such “alterations as have been rendered necessary by the 
progress of science since their publication.” The memoirs 
were prepared by the late Lord Tweeddale, Dr. Finsch, Prof. 
Salvadori, Mr. Howard Saunders, and the two editors of this 
Journal, each taking departments to which he had paid special 
attention. 

Thirty coloured plates illustrate the following species :— 
Loriculus panayensis, Batrachostomus septimus, Buceros min- 
danensis, Dicrurus striatus, Diceum mindanense, Nectarophila 
julie, Phabotreron brevirostris, Monarcha infelix, Rhipidura 
semirubra, Myzomela pammelena, Philemon albitorques, Car- 
pophaga rhodinolema, Ptilopus johannis, Megapodius eremita, 
Ptilotis carunculata, Ptilotis procerior, Ptilotis provocator, 
Zosterops flaviceps, Zosterops explorator, Chrysænas victor, 
Chrysænas viridis, Carpophaga latrans, Pachycephala phe- 
onota, Rhipidura squamata, Graucalus pollens, Trichoglossus 
nigricularis, Buteo solitarius, Anas wyvilliana, Nesocichla 
eremita, Nesospiza acunhe, Phalacrocorax imperialis, Phala- 
crocorax albiventris, Phalacrocorax verrucosus, Spheniscus 
demersus, Spheniscus magellanicus, Eudyptes chrysolophus, 
Eudyptes chrysocome. 


92. Seebohm on Thrushes and Warblers. 


[Catalogue of the Passeriformes or Perching Birds in the Collection of 
the British Museum.—Cichlomorphæ. Part II., containing the Family 
Turdidæ (Warblers and Thrushes). By Henry Seebohm. London. 
Published by order of the Trustees, 1881.] 


While all ornithologists will agree that Mr. Seebohm has 
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presented us with a most useful and instructive essay in the 
present work, few, we think, will applaud him for the some- 
what heterodox practices he has introduced in it, both in 
systematic arrangement and nomenclature. It is certainly 
surprising to be told that in some of the Turdide structural 
characters “have no generic value at all,’ and that it is 
“colour or pattern which indicate near relationship.” If 
such be the case, the author is hardly justified, on his own 
principles, it seems to us, in uniting the Nightingales, Robins, 
and Bluethroats into one genus (for it cannot certainly be 
said that their pattern or colours are alike), or in separating 
Hypolais from Acrocephalus. As regards nomenclature, as 
our readers are well aware, we have always opposed the 
“yaking up of old and little-used names,” which has been 
such a favourite pursuit of some ornithologists of late years. 
But we cannot go quite so far as Mr. Seebohm, and say that 
the specific term to be employed is always to be that used by 
the majority of writers. 

The Turdide are divided by Mr. Seebohm into two sub- 
families, Sylviinæ and Turdine. Of the former he recognizes 
104, of the latter 237 species. The following species are 
described as new or have new names assigned to them :—- 
Cettia ussurianus (lege ussuriana) from Amoorland, Turdus 
chiguancoides (!) from Senegambia, Merula bourdilloni from 
Travancore, Mimocichla bryanti from the Bahamas (=M. 
plumbea, Baird ct Cory), Catharus birchali from Columbia 
(intermediate between C. melpomene and C. aurantiirostris), 
Saxicola lugentoides (!) from Sennaar, S. persica from Persia, 
and S. sennaariensis from Sennaar. Besides these, a large 
form of Blackbird, from Kashmir and Turkestan, is named 
Merula maxima in the Appendix, and a “ more olive-brown 
and larger ” form of Turdus pheopygus from Tobago is pro- 
posed to be called Turdus pheopygoides (!) “if subspecifically 
distinct.” We are sorry that Mr. Seebohm should give any 
countenance to the plan of naming species hypothetically, as 
also to the system of inventing barbarous terminations in 
“ides.” Both these practices are, in our opinion, very ob- 
jectionable, 
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As regards the prospects of the ‘ Catalogue of Birds of the 
British Museum’ generally, the subjoined table will show 
what has now been accomplished of this great work. It 
seems that in seven years five volumes have been issued, con- 
taining an account of 1817 species, or, on an average, (say) 
360 species to a volume. The total number of known birds 
being estimated at 10,800, or thereabouts, it is easy to caleu- 
late that, 360 to each volume, it will take thirty volumes to 
complete the work. It is therefore much to be hoped that it 
will be found practicable to issue the volumes a little faster ; 
or we fear that many of us will hardly Jive to see the com- 
pletion of the Catalogue. 


Species 

Species represented Specimens 

recognized, in B. M. in B. M. 
Vol. I. Accipitres (1874) ........ 377 326 2466 
LL. eres ESYO) .......... 190 153 1090 
» II. Coliomorphæ (1877) .... 367 315 2014 
„ IV. Cichlomorphæ (1879 .... 539 443 2520 
» Y. Cichlomorphe, pt. 2 (1881) 344 303 2560 
1817 1540 10650 


93. Tegetmeier and Blyth on the Cranes. 

[The Natural History of the Cranes. A Monograph by the late Edward 
Blyth, C.M.Z.S. Greatly enlarged, and reprinted, with numerous illus- 
trations, by W. B. Tegetmeier, F.Z.S. Published for the author by 
Horace Cox, 346 Strand, W.C., and R. IH. Porter, 6 Tenterden Street, W. 
Royal 8yo. London, 1881.] 


Mr. Tegetmeier has donca good work in reprinting Blyth’s 
papers on the Cranes, which appeared in the ‘ Field’ in 1873, 
and, by additions from other sources and illustrations, has 
made a useful and interesting volume of 90 pages, which 
contains a summary of nearly all that is known respecting 
this interesting group. Mr. Tegetmeier recognizes 16 species 
of Cranes—2 belonging to the genus Balearica, and 14 to 
Grus, besides 2 doubtful members of the last-named genus. 
He has taken great pains with the references, and has shown 
that (as already noted, P. Z. S. 1880, p. 93) the specific term 
“regulorum,’ commonly applied to the southern form of 
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Balearica, has its origin in a singular error, and that the 
proper name of this Cranc is Balearica chrysopelargus. 
Cranes, as is well known, are apt subjects for semidomesti- 
eation. All the sixteen species recognized by Mr. Teget- 
meier may be scen represented in the Zoological Gardens of 
London and the continent, except the newly discovered Grus 
nigricollis. Of this fine bird, met with by the great traveller 
Prejevalsky on the banks of the Koko-nor, a welcome figure 
is given, copied from the Russian original. 


« XXXIX.—Letters, Announcements, &c. 


We have received the following letters addressed to the 
Editors of ‘The Ibis ?— 


Northrepps, April 20th, 1881. 

Srrs,—l shall be glad if you can find a corner in ‘ The 
Ibis’ to record the occurrence on the coast of Holland of a 
magnificent Red-breasted Goose, Bernicla ruficollis, on the 
18th of February. It was shot, when in company with a lot 
of Bernicle Geese, by Messrs. W. B. Monement and George 
Cresswell. The gunners shot at them in the evening from their 
“punts.” They got the Geese between themselves and the 
daylight; “ but when within shot,’ writes Mr. Monement 
in answer to my inquirics for particulars, “we found them 
in a long line and thin, so let them swim on in order to 
rake them; but they would not have it, and rose. We 
stopped twenty-five Bernicle ; got twenty-three, and the Red- 
breasted Goose.” 

The Red-brgasted Goose, together with one or two Ber- 
nicles and Gadwalls, was sent over to a bird-stuffer in Norfolk 
(Dack, of Holt), who has set this great rarity up very nicely, 
considering it was very “high” when he received it. The 
triangle on the cheek is slightly mixed with white; with that 
exception, it is in the most perfect plumage. 

Yours, &c., 
J. H. Gurney, Jun. 


